.   ..      ATTEMPTS TO WIN BASALAT JANG
pursuing M. Lally like a lion after its prey and pitched his
victorious tents on this side of the river, facing the enemy.
M. Lally reached Arcot earlier and posted his army to
Strengthen the flanks. In view of the increasing strength of
the sarkar clay by day and the decline of his own splendour,
he called for a council and sought the opinion of his wise and
prudent councillors. M. Bussy, who spoke last, suggested
that he would seek an interview with Basalat Jang and apply for
his help; thus he put a plaster to the wound of M, Lally, who
approved of it.
M. Bussy started with letter and presents. He met Basalat
Jangi at Adhoni, his jaglr, and submitted the letter and
presents. With the art of winning the hearts of friends and
blowing the incantation of Satan he opened the tongue of
solicitation to excite temptation and greediness. Basalat Jang
was deceived. He got ready to help the French, came out of
Adhoni with his army, and marched towards Arcot. Hazrat-i-
Ala got information of this fact and wrote a letter of advice
embellished with various reflections. He entrusted that letter
to a messenger with strict instructions and kind and generous
admonitions.
Letter of Hazrat-i-A'la to Basalat Jang.%
The chain of goodwill should increase day by day and not
be spoiled by the intrigue of enemies. It is necessary for us to
enquire diligently and investigate carefully every affair.
•  I have taken vengeance on Husayn Dost   Khan for  the
murder of my father.    Now with the idea of exacting retribu-
tion for the murder oi the Nawwab Nasir Jang I have put to
death many brave French soldiers.    I have no other aim -but to
-repel these pernicious French and  pull down their   fort.    In
(1) Basalat Jang was the younger brother of Salabat Jang who granted
' him the jaglr of Adhoni.    Basalat Jang died in 1782.
*    " (2) Summary of the letter and the reply is given.	•.--.-
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